
A worksheet from Your Money Project

The Holiday
Money Plan
So December doesn't ambush you in January.

84% of Americans put holiday spending on a credit card.

52% still haven't paid it off by January.

The average holiday debt added last year: $1,223.

Not you.

This year we're planning ahead instead of catching up later.
Seven steps, a pen, about twenty minutes.

No stress. Just you, actually enjoying the holidays.

7
steps to work through

1
bucket to open

0
surprise January bills

01 The People (and the Number)

List who you're buying for. Then put a real number next to each name — not a vibe, a
number.

Skip nobody: the teacher, the hairdresser, the mail carrier, and the white elephant gift for
your office party.

Name Amount

$

$

$

$

$

$

What you'll leave with:

Who you're buying for ✓

What it actually costs ✓

A HYSA earning interest ✓

A weekly transfer amount ✓

A dedicated holiday bucket ✓

Automatic transfers to hit your
goal

✓
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02 The Invisible Costs

The holidays are never just about gifts.

This is where you put a number on the rest of it. It doesn't need to be exact, just your best
guess.

Cost Amount

Parties & hosting $

Travel — gas, flights, hotel, pet care $

A holiday outfit you swore you didn't need $

Cards, postage, wrapping, shipping $

Decorations $

Charitable giving $

Other $

03 The Gulp Number

Add Step 1 and Step 2 together. Look at it. Breathe.

This number isn't a judgment. It's information — and information is the whole point of this
worksheet.

Total Holiday Spending $

04 The Bucket

Open a High Yield Savings Account, then create a bucket inside it just for this. Name it
something specific: "Holiday Shopping," not "Savings 3."

Give the bucket a name and a reason. That's what gets it protected.

Open your bucket with Ally

We use Ally for this exact reason: no fees, a strong rate, and it's simple to
open a new bucket for one purpose and then leave it alone.

Use our link and you'll earn $100 once you fund your new account.

Open my Ally savings account

Once you're in: watch how to create a bucket.
Your Money Project earns a small referral commission when you use this link, at no cost to you.
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05 The Math

Take your Gulp Number. Divide it by the weeks or paychecks between now and when you
need the cash. That's your number — not a guess, a target.

GULP NUMBER

÷
WEEKS LEFT

=
PER WEEK

06 The Automation

Set up an automatic transfer for that amount, starting now. Future you does not want to
"figure it out later."

Automating it takes willpower out of the equation entirely, and that alone makes you far
more likely to actually follow through.

Amount Frequency

Start
date

End
date

Not sure how to schedule it? Watch a quick walkthrough.

07 The Landing

You're probably not going to get this perfectly right on the first try, and that's fine.

If you can anticipate 80% of it, the remaining 20% is a lot easier to handle.

Whatever's left in the bucket after the holidays doesn't disappear. Use it as a head start for
next year.

Stop surviving. Start building.

Want help with the rest of the plan?

Book a free 20-minute Q&A Session and we'll look at your whole
money picture together, not just December.

yourmoneyproject.com

— Morgan 
Your Money Project  ·  Certified Money Coach
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